"Cheaper Food-Higher Wages--Or STRIKE! Threat Of 3,000,000 Toilers 

LABOR has served an impressive warning on the administration in power at Washington. Speaking thru the American Federation of Labor the organized workers of the land, three million 
strong, demand that the price of food and fuel must come down or wages must go up. Washington has been told by the spokesmen of organized labor that the toilers' pay no longer comes any- 
where near meeting his cost of living and that it has already been necessary for labor to accept greatly reduced standards of living. The administration has been told that unless it obtains ef- 
fective legislation for the reduction of prices before July 1, nation-wide strikes paralyzing every important industry may be expected. This is a notice to the administration to curb the profiteer- 
ing in the necessities of life and check the rising cost of living. It is a notice to the food profiteers and the big industrial overlords to get down and out or be kicked down and out. Labor is deter- 
mined to unsaddle the American industrial and political plutocracy. IT HAS SOUNDED ITS WARNING. 
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Accurate Recital Of Events That 
Plunged Us Into War Herewith 
Presented — Read and Consider! 

ON THIS one hundred and forty-first 
anniversary of the Declaration of In- 
dependence, The American Socialist lays be- 
fore the American people the following facts, 
regarding the method by which we have been 
forced into the World War, and the causes 
for which this was done. 

Nothing is here alleged except what can 
be verified by reference to newspaper files 
and to official governmental documents. 

These facts constitute evidence that 
Woodrow Wilson, now President of the 
United States, has by the exercise of an 
autocratic, unconstitutional and inconsistent 
power, driven us into war against our will, 
and is now engaged in forcing our young 
men to cross the seas to fight on foreign soil ; 
in the face of grave constitutional doubts, 
and by the claim to an authority greater 
than that enjoyed by the German Kaiser. 

These facts further indicate that these 
things have been done to retain in power the 
financial autocracy which is now the ruling 
world power, namely THE HOUSE OF MOR- 
GAN. And we ask the President to answer: 
"The House of Hohenzollern must fall, in 
order that the House of Morgan may rule; 
is this the essence and secret of our war?" 

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST asserts, first; that 
facts known to the public indicate that in March of 
1916, Woodrow Wilson determined that this country 
must enter into the war; that he communicated this 
intention to the leaders of Congress; that such a 
violent opposition was encountered that he was com- 
pelled to defer this object for a more convenient 
season. 

Second; that these facts further indicate that dur- 
ing the year intervening between March, 1916 and 
March 1917 he awaited an occasion to force our entry 
into the war; that he made repeated pledges to the 
people, which were all disregarded; that he mean- 
while mutilated an official communication of the 
German Government, accepting half of a conditional 
pledge and refusing to accept half; and that when 
the German Government determined to abide by the 
integrity of its own pledge, and not by his mutilated 
version, he declared this a sufficient cause of war. 

Third; we charge that during the year intervening 
he accepted renomination for the Presidency on a 
platform whose central pledge was that he would 
keep the nation out of that he allowed the cam- 
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paign to be conducted on a straight pledge that he 
would keep us out of war; that this constituted a 
compact with the people, on the strength of which 
he was entrusted for a second term with the Presi- 
dential office. 

Fourth; we assert that as soon as he was within 
grasping power of this second term, namely in the 
closing days of February, 1917, he attempted to 
force thru Congress, by intimidation and threat, a 
bill giving him absolute war power, and also a bill 
which on a later occasion he publicly and solemnly 
admitted would have forced us into war; this power 
to be held and exercised by him during nine months 
of the recess of Congress while the new Congress, 
not yet summoned to convene, would be held at home 
powerless to function or to criticise. 

Fifth; we charge that having failed in this at- 
tempt, he summoned the new Congress to meet on 
April 2; that within a few hours of this new session 
he appeared before them and read a statement which 
amounted to a declaration of war; in the course of 
which he assumed the power, delegated to Congress 
alone, of declaring war. By this act he olaced Con- 
gress in a position where it would either have to 
comply with his declaration of war, or else by a vote 
of repudiation practically impeach him, a newly 
elected President. 

Sixth; we assert that the actual base of our entry 
into the war is not democracy, but finance; that the 
admitted bankruptcy of Great Britain threatened the 
collapse of the power of the House of Morgan, the 
financial agent in this country of the Allied Powers; 
and the facts indicate that it was in order to place 
all the resources of this country at the disposal of 
Morgan that we have entered the war. 

Seventh; we charge that the British Foreign 
Minister, Arthur J. Balfour, on his return to Eng- 
land from this country ,stated publicly and solemnly 
that this country is now in alliance with Great 
Britain; which statement, if true, is based upon a 
secret alliance unknown to the Senate and people of 
the United States, and is therefore in violation of 
the constitution. 

Eighth; we assert that this whole catalog of 
events constitutes, first, a breach of faith with the 
American people and secondly an exercise of auto- 
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O Woodrow Wilson, Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

We are grateful for your issuance of the 
Red, White and Blue Book, giving your 
version of the chain, of events which drew us 
into the war with Germany. In return we 
beg to lay before the people and you a recital 
of this same chain of events as it appears 
to ourselves. On several occasions you have 
asked the people to counsel with you. We 
take you at your word. 

The occurrences herein narrated consti- 
tute an assumption of autocratic power. Your 
claim of power was made on the ground 
that autocratic rule was necessary, first in 
order to protect the rights of Americans at 
sea, and later in order to wage a successful 
war. This plea has done more to strengthen 
the claims of autocracy abroad than any 
other single event or victory. Under the 
profession of a great democratic moral op- 
position, you have furnished to the uphold- 
ers of monarchy their supreme argument. 
It is that according to your own actions, 
which have always spoken louder than words, 
a democracy is incapable of waging war for 
democracy; that a democracy must be con- 
verted into an autocracy in order to conduct 
itself with efficiency in war, or in neutrality. 
Already your course is cited in the Central 
Empires as proof that the monarchical form 
of government is the only safe course for a 
nation surrounded by foes; and that conse- 
quently when the foes are hereditary* a 
hereditary monarchy must combat them. Is 
this, Mr. President, "giving aid and comfort 
to the enemy ?" We ask you ! 

But secondly, we could pass this over, 
were it evident upon the surface that actual 
democracy at home will be the result of these 
maneuvers. Yet the net result of your activi- 
ties thus far has been that beneath the cover 



of a flow of eloquence: unparalleled in his- 
tory there has been fastened upon the Amer- 
ican people the rule of a hereditary financial 
master, the House of Morgan, which is even 
less intelligent and far less considerate of 
the rights of its subjects than either the 
House of Hohenzollern or the House of Haps- 
burg. You have also largely abrogated the 
functions of Congress and conferred them 
upon an irresponsible committee known as 
the Committee of National Defense, compos- 
ed of hereditary junkers controlling the 
great communities of Coal, Steel, Copper, Oil, 
and Land. Every move made by semi-res- 
ponsible officers of the Government, such as 
the Federal Trade Commission and the Sec- 
retaries of War and the Navy, in the direc- 
tion of ending the criminal extortions of 
these enemies of the people, has been defeat- 
ed by them. 

In these circumstances, those of us who 
are still Americans at heart as well as with 
the lungs, and* who object to being Prus- 
sianized under the guise of defeating Prus- 
sianism, ask you seriously to consider your 
course. The American nation is not yet a 
subject province of Great Britain by its own 
volition, neither has it of its own will ac- 
cepted the ideals of the German war-lovers. 
Yet both of thesei p&rts have been forced 
upon it. We have the reported word of Arthur 
James Balfour as authority for the first 
statement, and a systematic cultivation of 
hate by our army and our newspapers for 
the second. 

It is questionable whether German Jun- 
kerdom with all its stupidity could be as in- 
sanely foolish as are the industrial overlords 
whom you have placed in supreme power 
over the nation. 

It is possible, Mr. President, by threats 
such as you issued in your Flag Day speech, 



to overawe a part of the people for a part 
of the time. It is possible, by branding as a 
traitor every person who expresses an opin- 
ion differing from your own, and by charac- 
terizing as "false and undermining" all pro- 
fessions' of loyalty to the Government which 
do not accept every opinion uttered by you 
as divinely inspired and as infallibly per- 
fect, to influence a certain portion of the 
population. These things are possible, but 
they are not wise. 

There is but one way in which this as- 
sumption of imperial power can be justified ; 
and that is, having made use of it to restore 
the American land to the American people, 
to resign with it this power into their hands. 
Restore to us the coal, iron, oil, water power, 
and forests. Restore to us the land; restore 
to us the railroads ; restore to us the control 
of the great corporations; restore to us 
democratized the whole fabric of our indus- 
trial order, that we may be freed indeed. 

We have not forgotten that the claim of 
immunity from criticism during war, when 
made by any government, has resulted in- 
variably in the persistent stirring up of war 
in order to perpetuate such immunity. That 
claim we are therefore unable to grant, with- 
out repudiating the idea of a government of 
the people, by the people and for the people. 

We lay before you these facts; and ask 
your judgment thereupon. Meanwhile, we 
place before the people a recital of events 
since March, 1916, and ask also for their 
judgment thereupon. For the people are the 
supreme power, in time of war as in time of 
peace ; and in appealing to them we venture 
to remind you that we are not your servants, 
but that you are ours, according to your most 
solemn oath and covenant when you entered 
upon your office. 

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST. 



cratic and irresponsible power directly comparable 
to that charged by him against the German Govern- 
ment; and that, since the President declares the 
German government to have forfeited the right to 
rule because of such breaches of faith and such 
exercises of autocratic and irresponsible power, by 
his own indictment he stands accused. 

Ninth; that the attempt to muzzle newspaper 
criticism and even public discussion of the conduct 
of war and the making of peace; the attempt to 
wrest from Congress absolute power and then force 
it to adjourn; the branding by him of all who ex- 
press opinions differing from his own as traitors — 
constitute an assumption of the powers of a Caesar; 
an attempt to overthrow the principle of constitu- 
tional government; to abolish the Republic of the 
United States and in its place set up an imperial 
dictatorship. 

Because of these facts, known to be true, we lay 
before the American people this ouestion for their 
judgment; 

The oath of office taken by the President pledges 
him to "preserve, protect and defend the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, to the best of his ability." 
Do the facts herein set forth constitute a fulfillment 
of the Presidential oath ,or a . 

Our counsel is simple. It is, prepare for the next 
opportunity for judgment. We abide by the Consti- 
tution, however flagrantly the President disregards 
it. Wait for the next election day. Return a Socialist 
Congress in 1918 which will prepare the way for a 

Socialist President in 1920! 

* * * * 

In beginning this survey of facts, we must go back 
one year and six months, to the controversy over 
American passengers on belligerent ships. To go in- 
%o the whole tangle of notes and threats will take 
too long. We will present the facts concerning that 
later; not now. What we now call to your attention 
will be remembered too clearly to need proof. Refer- 
ence to the files of apy daily newspaper will sub- 
stantiate the facts here recited. To prevent sus- 
picion of bias, most of the quotations have been 
taken from the chief jingo paper of the nation, the 
Chicago Tribune. 

I, Wilson Determines On War 

N FEB. 20, 1916, Senator Kern, Indiana; 
I Senator Stone, Missouri, and Representative 
Flood — the recognized leaders of the House 
and Senate in the matter of Foreign Relations — were 
summoned to the White House to discuss with the 
President the submarine situation. The President 
expressed his views to them, and they to him. In 
great perturbation, and with excitement not sup- 
pressed, the three leaders hurried back to the Capitol 
and began a series of conferences with members of 
the Senate and the House. 
On Feb .23, Arthur Sears Henning, Correspondent 



in Washington of the Chicago Tribune, wrote to 
his newspaper; 

"Some statesmen who have discussed the matter 
with the President quote the President as having 
said not only vigorously but sulphurously, that 
if German submarines caused the death of another 
American, he would hand the German ambassador 
his passports and recall Ambassador Gerard from 
Berlin, and that he will defend the rights of Amer- 
icans on the high seas to the point of war." 

* * * * 

STONE REFUSES TO FOLLOW. 

ON THE following Friday, Feb. 24, Senator Stone 
wrote a letter to the President, which was promptly 
published. It read as follows: 

"Since Senator Kern, Mr. Flood and I talked with 
you on Monday evening, I am more troubled than I 
have been for many a day. I have not felt authorized 
to repeat our conversation, but I have attempted, in 
response to numerous inquiries from my colleagues, 
to state to them within the confidence they should 
observe, my general understanding of your attitude." 

He then outlines to the President what he under- 
stood the President to have meant; and concludes 
the letter by saying: 

"As much as I would hate to ladically disagree 
with you, I find it difficult, from my sense of duty 
and responsibility, to consent to plunge this nation 
into the vortex of the world war because of the un- 
reasonable obstinacy of any of the rowers on the 
one hand, and on the other hand the foolhardiness, 
amounting to a sort of moral treason against the 
republic of our own people recklessly risking their 
lives on armed belligerent ships. ' I cannot escape 
the conviction that such a thing would be so 
monstrous aj to be indefensible." 

* * * * 

PRESIDENT MAKES PROMISE AND THREAT. 

IN REPLY, President Wilson wrote on Feb. 24, 
to Senator Stone, saying; "You are right in assum- 
ing that I shall do everything in my power to keep 
the United States out of war. I think the country 
will feel no uneasiness about my course in that res- 
pect. Thru many anxious months I have striven for 
this object, amid difficulties more manifold than can 
have been apparent on the surface, and so far I have 
succeeded. I do not doubt I shall continue to succeed. 

"The course which the central European powers 
have announced their intention of following in the 
future with regard to the under sea warfare seems 
for the moment to threaten insuperable obstacles, 
but their apparent meaning is so manifestly incon- 
sistent with explicit assurances recently given us 
by those powers with regard to their treatment of 
merchant vessels that I must believe that explanati- 
ons will presently ensue which will put a different 
aspect upon it." 

Notwithstanding this letter, however or perhaps 



because of it, the tumult in the House and Senate 
increased and spread. Senator Gore in the Senate 
and Representative McLemore of Texas in the House 
introduced bills warning Americans to stay off arm- 
ed merchant ships of belligerent nationalities. 

* * ty * 

THE McLEMORE RESOLUTION. 

THE McLemore resolution read substantially as 
follows; 

"The House of Representatives requests the 
President to warn all Americans to refrain from 
travelling on ships of any or all of the powers now 
or in the future at war, which ship or ships shall 
mount guns, whether such gun or guns or other 
armament be called offensive or defensive. And in 
case American citizens do travel on such belligerent 
ships, that they do so at their own risk." 

HAD THIS COUNSEL PREVAILED WE 
WOULD NOT NOW BE AT WAR! 

* * * * 

ABSOLUTE COMPLIANCE DEMANDED. 

ON March 1, 1916, President Wilson wrote to 
Representative Pou, then ranking member of the 
Foreign Affairs committee, as follows; 

"The report that there are divided counsels in 
Congress in regard to the foreign policy of the Gov- 
ernment is being made industrious use of in foreign 
capitals. I believe these reports to be false, but so 
long as they are anywhere credited they cannot fail 
to do the greatest harm and expose the country to 
the most serious risks." 

He therefore urged an early vote on the resolution 
regarding travel on armed merchantmen, demanding 
an absolute repudiation of the bill. 

This letter is a claim of exemption from criticism, 
and a demand of absolute obedience to his will, the 
like of which no European monarch has demanded 
or secured. 

March 2, the papers carry very large headlines, to 
this effect; 

"PRESIDENT USES LASH ON CONGRESS." 

"The President will accept from Congress nothing 
except complete compliance with his plans in regard 
to the German submarine controversy. He served 
notice tonight that he will consent to nothing less 
than a record vote on the anti-administration resolu- 
tion to warn Americans off armed ships of European 
belligerents, before \\% goes on with the German 
submarine negotiations. No compromise proposition, 
such as a vote of confidence in the President's for- 
eign policy, will be acceptable/' 

In the same dispatch, Arthur Sears Henning says; 

"A majority of members of the house favors some 
step to warn Americans to keep off armed merchant- 
men, which German submarines are to sink without 
warning, beginning today. (March 1, 1916.) A 



Judge! 

majority of the house is opposed to givtny Wilson 
a blanket vote of confidence. A number of member* 
of the Rules committee openly state that they will 
not do Mr. Wilson's bidding. Minority leader Mann 
and a large number of the republicans intend to vote 
for warning if it ever comes before the house." 

* * « * 

GORE REVEALS A SECRET. 

ON March 2, Senator Gore of Oklahoma flatly 
stated that Senator Stone had! told him that in this 
conference the President had informed Stone that 
"war might not be a bad thing for this country." 

Stone refused to confirm this, saying, "Whatever 
the President says to me is something I do not care 
to repeat. What he says to me is sacred." 

On March 3, Senator Gore introduced a resolu- 
tion warning Americans off belligerent ships, and 
requiring all Americans to take oath when they got 
their passports, that they would not travel or accept 
transportation on an armed belligerent ship and 
subjecting them to a penalty of from $1,000 to $5,- 
000 if they did so. 

Under the gag rule, this resolution was tabled by 
a vote of 68 to 14, over vigorous protests from the 
leading Senators. The resolution was not voted 
down; it was side-stepped, in order to prevent dis- 
cussion. 

Senator Jones of Washington said, "The Senate 
has been gagged." 

Senator Clarke, democrat, said, "I am out of 
patience with those who are constantly seeking to 
magnify the importance of utterances' of the Presi- 
dent; who feel that he having once expressed an 
opinion, other opinions must instantly be paralyzed." 

Senator Borah said; "We denounce Germany be- 
cause we do not like her system of Government nor 
her militarism. The senate of the United States, the 
highest legislative body in the world, was German- 
ized today." 

* * * • 

PRESIDENT GIVES A PLEDGE. 

WHAT terms were made with the senate to gag 
its discussion of the demands of the administration 
are not known. But the house of representatives em- 
bodied in its resolution a pledge made by the Presi- 
dent in order to secure the stopping of this bill. The 
committee on Rules reported the McLemore resolu- 
tion without amendment, and with the recommen- 
dation that it be laid on the table. But it did this 
with this clause embodied in its report; that the 
President had made a pledge that before he "took 
any steps that might lead the country into war, he 
would report all facts and circumstances to congress 
for their consideration." This was on March 3, 1916. 

* * * * 

BRYAN TAKES UP FIGHT. 

SO ALARMING was the situation that William 
Jennings Bryan, only a short time previously sec- 
retary of state, came to Washington and opened 
headquarters there in order to fight the Wilson 
plan. Bryan is quoted as having said; 

"The leaders do not dare bring the matter to a 
test" and he also urged that the McLemore resolu- 
tion be passed, or some shorter and more explicit 
substitute for it. He opened headquarters and rallied 
all the leading democrats to fight for the curb on 
Wilson's power, fearing that war would be the 
prompt result. 

On March 8, by a vote of 276 to 142, the House 
laid on the table the McLemore resolution. Strict 
application of the gag rule prevented discussion. 
Both Speaker Clark and Leader Mann agreed that 
an overwhelming majority of the House favored 
some kind of action to deter Americans from risk- 
ing their lives on armed merchant vessels. 

* • * * 

MUNITIONS PROFITS THE REASON. 

WHY was this imperative demand made on Con- 
gress? Why was it forced to abdicate its own con- 
victions, violate the plain will of the people, as well 
as all the dictates of common sense, and table the 
most intelligent resolution offered in congress since 
the war began? 

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST charges that the 
Administration was chiefly interested in protecting 
the safety of British munition shipments by the 
shield of American lives. 

The whip was cracked, and the Gore and Mc- 
Lemore resolutions withdrawn, because Great Bri- 
tain and the other Allies were using the lives of 
American men, women and children as a mask and 
shield for their dynamite and shrapnel. 

With that protection withdrawn, the munitions 
manufacturers would have lost the cheapest and best 
insurance that could be devised for their wares; and 
the War Bridies would have declined in value. 

These shipments were paid for before they left 
our shores; the risk was assumed by the purchasing 
government, not by the manufacturers. 

We criticise the German government for the des- 
truction of the lives of women and children in this 
war — and rightly so; 

What shall be said of our own government, which 
would go to war rather than restrain the use of the 
lives of American men, women and children to mask 
and protect the shipments of another government? 

What shall be said of such a government as this? 

* * * * 

This historic record will be continued in 
next week's issue. Are you interested? 
Send in your order for a bundle. We must 
get these facts before the people. 
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Hoover's Efforts To Bring 
Belgian Diet Here Exposed 

HERBERT Hoover, picked by President Wilson to be America's food 
dictator, is trying to foist the Belgian hunger diet on the people of 
the United States. 
The editor of The American Socialist has been asked to join this cam- 

Saign to direct attention away from the huge profits now being received 
y the food trusts. Altho not appointed as yet to any official position in 
the government, Hoover is carrying on this campaign using his own per- 
sonal stationery. 

We herewith publish the letter from Hoover received by the editor of 
The American Socialist, and the reply sent to Hoover giving the Socialist 
view of conditions as they exist today. Here is Hoover's letter: 

WOULD SAVE AN IMAGINARY WASTE. 

Washington, D. C, June 16, 1917. 

J. L. EngdaW, Editor, 
to** American Socialist, 
Chicago, I1L 

Dear Sirt— I write to ask your special co-operation in an important 
phase of the work of conserving food for ourselves and our Allies. The 
plan I now have in mind is designed primarily to reach the church people 
and the women, but with the help of the press it can be made to cover the 
whole community. 

Under date of June 18 there will be mailed to every minister whose 
name I can secure a personal letter over my signature asking him to 
preach upon the subject of Food Conservation on Sunday, July first. In 
the same letter, I shall express the hope that this day will become known 
as "Food Saving Day," and that it may be made the purpose and motto of 
every household in America to Save the Waste and Win the War. 

May I have your assistance along the following lines; First, on Mon- 
day, June 25 (but not before) and on succeeding days, to announce in 
your paper the general plan for Food Saving Day, with whatever local 
arrangements for observing it may be decided upon, and to support it 
editorially. 

"Second, on Monday, July 2 (but not before) and on succeeding days, 
to carry In display type the motto "Save the Waste and Win the War," 
to print alsd notes or abstracts of sermons preached on July 1, and most 
important of all, to drive home the lessons of food conservation by your 
own editorial comment. 

I should be especially grateful if your influence and that of your paper 
could be used to enlist civic, fraternal, patriotic, and other organizations 
in the effort to make Food Saving Day really effective in conserving the 
food supply for us and for our Allies, and in reducing the cost of living 
to our own people. 

Yours faithfully, 

HERBERT HOOVER. 

The above letter was sent to every editor in the United States. The reply 
'pi the editor of The American Socialist was as follows: 

OUR EDITOR REPLIES. 

Chicago, 111., June 20, 1917. 

Herbert Hoover, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: — I cannot co-operate with you in helping to put the people 
of the United States on a starvation ration. 

I shall, however, do all in my power to give publicity to your state- 
ment before the U. S. senate that the food pirates have robbed the Amer- 
ican people of $250,000,000 during the past five months. 

Perhaps you have been in Europe so much during the past few 
months that you do not realize America is already on a Belgian diet. 

If there is any more slack in the belt that bounds the American 
stomach it is being quickly taken up by the continued high cost of living 
imposed upon us by the food profiteers. 

Your campaign cry, "Save the Waste and Win the War", is a tragic 
joke to the millions who can only cry back, "We have nothing to waste 1" 

Stop and consider this food question intelligently for just one moment. 
Don't you think this master holdup of a quarter million dollars, which you 
admit, has already done more not only to empty the stomachs, but also 
the pocket books of the American people, than a million sermons and a 
million columns of newspaper publicity in support of your campaign could 
possibly do. 

Frankly, Mr. Hoover, your letter sounds too much like the empty 
vaporings that usually issue from the publicity departments of huge cor- 
porations seeking to befog the minds of the multitudes preparatory to 
putting something over in their own interests. 

Socialist editors and Socialist speakers have given their best efforts 
to the food problem and will continue to do so. 

They will not advocate your policy of hunger, however. They ■ will 
drive home the horrible facts of things as they are under the present 
terrible system of extortion and exploitation. 

They will show that more than 7,000,000 men registered on June 5, 
will be barred owing to physical defects, most of these due to under- 
nourishment. 

They will show that 350,000,000 acres of farm land now lie waste be- 
cause the prices paid by the food trust to the producers, the farmers, do 
not pay for the cultivation of the land that should be at their disposal. 

Under the present system of profit and private ownership the more 
a farmer produces the ;less he is paid. 

Moreover, they will continue to show that the conditions that prevail 
now are not new. They have prevailed all thru the present administration 
and many administrations before, both democratic and republican. 

They will continue to show that the only remedy lies in the public 
ownership and control of the entire food industry by the people. 

Your letter indicates that you contemplate no radical change. No 
action has Jbeen taken by the present administration during the more than 
four years it has already been in office, altho it had before it the report 
and recommendations of the U. S. Commission on Industrial Relations. 
Action will be forced, however, by the many who are now doing the hunger- 
ing in spite of the few who are now wallowing in and wasting the wealth 
they have stolen. The many will force action in spite of all your hypo- 
critical pleas. 

Sunday, July 1, Socialists in a thousand cities over the nation will 
hold mass meetings to advocate the repeal of the conscription act. The 
speakers at these meetings will also show why the Armours, Swifts, 
Morrises, Wilsons, Cudahys and other food dictators should be dethroned. 

If the ministers to whom you direct your plea tell the truth from their 

Silpits Sunday, July 1, they will lose their jobs. Every editor who dares 
11 the truth in his news or editorial columns will lose his job. 

I know, because editors and clergymen are writing me almost daily 
that they are losing their Jobs because they seek to tell the truth about 
the high cost of living, about war and militarism. 

I predict that some Socialist speakers will be arrested Sunday, July 1, 
for telling about conditions as they exist. The ignorant who have been led 
astray by your hideous propaganda will charge them with being pro- 
German, with conspiracy, with sedition, etc., etc. 

Is it not true that the profits of Armour & Co. in 1916 were $20,100,- 
0.00 compared to $6,028,197 in 1913 before the war ? 

Is it not true that the profits of Swift & Co. in 1916 were $20,465,000 
eempared to $9,250,000 in 1913 before the war? 

Is it not true that the profits of every other food combination have 
increased in like proportion? 

Knowing these facts, the increasingly high cost of living ceases to be a 
mystery. 

Retail food prices in the United States jumped on an average of 9 per 
cent between March 15 and April 15, as shown by the administration's own 
department of labor. 

This was the biggest advance during any one month since the be- 
gfaining of the European war. 

In the year ending with April 16 average food prices advanced 32 per 
cent. Onions during the 2 months went up 179 per cent; potatoes, 146 per 
cent; beans, 79 per cent; and, flour, 72 per cent. 

The Annalist shows that the food budget of the average American 
family has increased 74 per cent in the last two years. Wages in the mean- 
time, even in the well-paid field of organized labor have increased only 9 
per cent. 

Your hysterical plea, under these circumstances, of "Save the Waste", 
becomes a hollow mockery. Every intelligent human being in the land 
knows there is no waste among the great legions of the working ranks of 
America's citizens. That you do not seem to know it is a horrible indict- 
ment of those who are trying to r^ise you to place and power in the present 
crisis. 

let the government jail the Armours, Swifts and others of their kind, 
for treason to the American people, a just charge in face of the unheard 
of robbery which you have yourself admitted. 

Then let the government confiscate the food industries of the nation 
and operate them for the common good. 

Almost immediately, I perdict, there will come a great change that 
will result in enough food being forthcoming to provide plenty and more 
for all. 

This, however, would probably be too much of a revolution to suit the 
ruling class, either in Washington or in Wall Street. 

I have given space to your letter and this reply in the current issue 
of our weekly, The American Socialist. If you care to make any additional 
statement to our quarter million readers, I shall be glad to publish it, 
reserving the right to answer it. 

Very truly yours, 

J. L. ENGDAHL, Editor, 

Z2ms American Socialist. 



Friends of Conscription 

J. P. MORGAN. 
And to yon approve of the plan, J. P., 

The plan of conscripting our sons; 
And so yon woald send* them across the sea, 

To tackle the murderous runt. 
Cold steel against tender young flesh, J. P., 

Hard steel against tender young bones; 
And you — you approve of the plan, J. P. — 

At so many per cent for your loans! 

And how goes the battle today, J. P.? 

How many thousands were slain? 
How many blind eyes lifted up to the skies 

In pitiful pleading and pain? 
And how many curses of hate, J. P., 

And how many agonized groans? 
And how many dollars were lent today. 

At how many per cent for the loans? 

And the war that comes after the war, J. P., 

Does it never loom up in your dreams? 
For you know that each debt must be paid, 
J. P., 

Though maturity far away seems. 
Bat what is our life or our death, J. P., 

And what are ear tears and our moans. 
The grief-stricken mother, the life without 
Hght, 

As compared with a great banker's loans? 

LYDIA M. D. O'NEIL 



May Include N. E. G. In 
Grand Rapids Indictment 

According to information received 
from Grand Rapids, Mich., there will 
be no hearing Monday, June 25, on 
the demurrer to the indictment 
brought against Adolph Germer, na- 
tional secretary of the Socialist Par- 
ty, and 12 others.' It is understood 
also that there will be no trial on this 
indictment. 

Instead, it is declared, the grand 
jury will be recalled to amend the in- 
dictment), with the possibility that 
new parties may be included. Whether 
this means that the national executive 
committee of the party is also to be 
indicted cannot be learned. 



SUPPRESS ST. LOUIS LABOR FOR 
QUOTING THE CONSTITUTION. 
(By Telegraph) 
By WILLIAM M. BRANDT. 
Secretary St. Louis Socialist Party. 
St. Louis Labor, our weekly, 
this week suppressed and confis- 
cated by postmaster because of 
article containing quotation from 
constitution of our country on 
right of people to petition gov- 
ernment for redress of grievan- 
ces. Future issues will not go to 
the post office. 



CRIME TO STOP SOLDIER WHO IS 
DANCING INDECENTLY. 



By OLIVER C. WILSON. 
Illinois State Secretary. 

The attention of the State organiza- 
tion of Illinois in respect to the 
defense of those arrested for exercis- 
ing their constitutional rights, is 
centered on three cases at this time. 

In Rockford some eight comrades 
are held pending the action of the 
grand jury on charges of conspiracy. 
Another comrade held pending the 
same charge was released June 23. 
Pending the action of the errand jury 
nothing can be done and so far it has 
been impossible to secure the $10,000 
dollar bond demanded in each case to 
secure the release of thoso in jail. 

In Peoria John O'Jola has been 
bound over to await the action of the 
grand jury on an alleged charge of 
conspiracy. This comrade is out on 
bail. He was arrested June 1, and 
held until June 14, without charges 
being placed against him and was only 
released after an attorney was sent 
from Chicago. 

George Royer of Chicago charged 
with disorderly conduct because he 
stopped alleged indecent dancing on 
the part of a soldier at the Riverview 
picnic will have a jury hearing June 
29. 

All these cases are being looked 
after by law firm of Stedman and 
Soelke of Chicago and Frank Hall of 
Rockford, and everything is being 
done to secure fair trials for each and 
every member of the party now under 
arrest. 

A large number of cases against 
comrades that failed to register at 
Rockford on the ground that they are 
conscientious objectors to military 
service and war are still pending and 
the local at Rockford is raisine funds 
to look after their families. No date 
for hearing these cases has been set 
as yet. 

Notice To Sec retaries 

Many local secretaries are not receiving the 
June issue of "The Bulletin". This is due to 
the fact that they did not comply with the 
request contained in the display notice 
published in the last two issues of "The Bul- 
letin", namely to send In a regular subscrip- 
tion as required by the postal laws. We must 
have this regular subscription before we are 
permitted to send "The Bulletin". Party of- 
ficials who have not sent in a regular sub- 
scription will please refer to the last two 
issues of "The Bulletin" and comply with the 
request therein in order to be placed on our 
mailing list. For additional information, 
write, "The Socialist Party Bulletin", 803 W. 
Madison St., Chicago, 111. 



Buy A Liberty Bond 



Get a Real one — not the 
Banker's Kind. The Bonds the 
Banks are. offering you are 
Slavery Bonds; they bind you 
to the chariot wheel of Morgan 
forever. 



Send a dime for 100 copies of 

"Protect Your Rights" 

by Ralph Korngold. 
June Leaflet of the Socialist 
Party. 

The Real Liberty Bonds 

Send 2 dimes for 200, 3 dimes 
for 300, 75 cts. for one thousand. 
Everyone delivered to a neigh- 
bor means a Bond to Liberty 
and Future Peace. 



THE SOCIALIST PARTY 
803 West Madison Street, 
Chicago, 111. 



Treason!" Cry Spurs Fight In 
Congress To Repeal Draft Act 



Cries of "Treason!" only served to spur Representative Mason, 
Illinois, on to greater efforts in his now historic speech in congress, last 
week, outlining the fight he intends to make to secure the repeal of the 
conscription law. 

Hastings, of Oklahoma, was among those who cried, "Treason!" and 
brought on a stormy scene surpassed only by the tempest days preced- 
ing the declaration of war on Germany. Hastings withdrew his charge 
following, a heated verbal clash. 

Every newspaper in the land suppressed whnt Representative Mason 
had to say on the repeal of the conscript law. His speech in part was as 
follows: 

WHAT MASON SAID. 
We who voted against con- 
scription believed that we were 
right and are confirmed in it 
every day ass we hear from the 
people. 

I can not go quite as far as my 
colleague from Alabama and in- 
sist that a man who wishes to 
amend the law is therefore guil- 
ty of treason. 

When you passed a law for 
conscription it became the law, 
but it became the right and 
prerogative of every Member of 
Congress at any time under the 
Constitution to offer an amend- 
ment to that law or a repeal of 
that law. 

That is our constitutional 
right that I purpose to indulge 
myself in, believing I represent 
the people of the State of Il- 
linois. 

Therefore I intend, unless someone 
in the majority very soon offers an 
amendment to the law directing the 
President to accept volunteers, to of- 
fer, that amendment myself, believing, 
with all due respect to the Executive, 
that the lawmaking power is here. 

Congress Must Act. 

The right under the Constitution 
to make laws governing the "land and 
naval forces" of the Government is 
here and not in the executive depart- 
ment of the Government. 

When the people passed that law, 
known as section 7, which gave the 
President, of the United States 
"authority" . to call for volunteers it 
was just as binding upon the Execu- 
tive as the other sections which gave 
him "authority" to call for conscrip- 
tion of the people of this country. 

And believing that it is the duty of 
Congress to pass laws in accordance 
with the Constitution of the United 
States governing the land and naval 
forces, I intend to offer an amend- 
ment, complying with the Constitu- 
tion, that the militia of the United 
States can not and may not be sent 
out of the country into foreign ser- 



Sees Opposition From Press. 

I do not expect this to be popular 
with the press or to receive your im- 
mediate approval, but I hope that 
after we have had a chance to visit 
our constituents and during this Con- 
gress that action will be taken by 
the Congress of the United States. 

I am aware of the feeling that has 
grown up in this country among the 
Congress and the people, that the 
President, being the Commander in 
Chief of the Army and Navy, is the 
sole power to regulate the military 
branch of our Government. 

Such is not the law. By the Consti- 
tution of the United States the Con- 
gress not only is empowered to raise 
the Army and the Navy, but section 
8, paragraph 14, provides that the 
Congress shall have power "to make 
rules and regulations governing the 
land and naval forces of the United 
States." Under our oath this is our 
constitutional duty. 

To-day the thing most disturbing 
the American people is whether it is 
just or wise to order our militia — 
our conscripted men — into the tren- 
ches of Europe. 

Dodge Big Work. 
While I believe 90 per cent of the 
American people are opposed to forc- 
ing our soldiers into the trenches of 
Europe unless they volunteer for that 
purpose, Congress has been so busy 
determining whether there shall be a 
tax on cigarettes, automobiles, and 
snuff that not a single rule governing 

the action of American forces has tional method of attempting to draft 



law of the Union, suppress insurrec- 
tions, and repel invasions." 

When this clause was originally 
presented to the Constitutional Con- 
vention it gave Congress an added 
power, which was to "enforce 
treaties," and for reasons which will 
be approved by students in examining 
this question it was unanimously 
agreed to strike out the power of 
Congress to use the militia to "en- 
force treaties," as that might give 
Congress the power to -order . the 
militia into foreign service, and while 
none of the authorities which I quote 
call attention to that fact, it is a most 
significant thing, as you will see. 

In other words, "the right to en- 
force treaties" by the militia of the 
United States having been stricken 
out, then under the elementary rule 
of construction the law writes into 
the Constitution an affirmative pro- 
hibition against using the militia to 
enforce treaties. Besides, the familiar 
rule of construction of the Constitu- 
tion what is not permitted is pro- 
hibited. It is perfectly clear that 
when the framers of the Constitution 
used the word "militia" they used it 
in the sense "which had been affixed 
to it by those from whom we bor- 
rowed it," and those from whom we 
borrowed it, namely, Great Britain, 
for centuries held that the militia "is 
a force for national defense that 
could be never taken out of the realm 
for service in foreign countries." 

Gentlemen may claim that the 
proposed conscription act does not 
purpose to use the militia. But they 
say that our purpose is to draft from 
the great body of American citizens 
who do not compose the militia. 

Unfortunately for that contention, 
Congress has itself, so far as is in its 
power, placed every man between the 
ages of 18 and 45 in the military 
department of our Government. 

From 18 to 45 In Militia. 

Every able-bodied male citizen be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 45, except 
those in the Regular Army, are m 
the militia, and the militia is by sec- 
tion 57, act of June 3, 1916, divided 
into three classes, "the National 
Guard, the Organized Militia, and the 
unorganized militia." As this act of 
the last Congress of June, 1916, 
authorizes Congress to draft the Na- 
tional Guard, which is the State mil- 
itia, gentlemen may claim that be- 
cause Congress has authorized Con- 
gress to draft the National Guard 
that it relieves the present Congress 
from the constitutional limitations. 

The absurdity of this proposition is 
so apparent that it answers itself, 
for if we should allow Congress to 
authorize some future Congress to 
pass a law and thereby relieve that 
law from its constitutional limitati- 
ons, then there is no provision of the 
Constitution which could not be avoid- 
ed and be classified as "a scrap of 
paper," if one Congress could permit 
some future Congress to violate the 
Constitution of the United States. 

No better illustration of this can 
be found than the fact that Attorney 
General Wickersham was asked the 
question whether the militia, could be 
taken out of the country. Congress 
had before that time and under the 
act of March 8, 1908, attempted to 
avoid constitutional limitations by 
providing that whenever the President 
calls the militia of any State that 
that militia should continue to serve 
"either within or without the terri- 
tory of the United States," but the 
Attorney General very properly says, 
"This statute must be read in view 
of the constitutional power of Con- 
gress"; and further, "Congress can 
not by its own enactment enlarge the 
power conferred upon it by the Con- 
stitution." 

Duty To Criticize President. 
Why do we pursue the unconstitu- 



been offered in Congress upon that 
subject or recommended by the Exe- 
cutive to Congress. 

Since the days of the Constitution 
legislative powers have been gradual- 
ly diminished and Executive powers 
increased. This is not more the fault 
of the Executive than it is of the 
legislative branch. 

At the time of the passage of the 
conscription bill I had never, so far 
as my recollection goes, had my at- 
tention called to the question of the 
power of Congress to use the militia 
of the United States outside of the 
United States. 

Upon reading, however, a pamph- 
let addressed to Congress by Mr. 
Hannis Taylor, a distiniuished mem- 
ber of the New York bar, I have 
made an investigation on my own ac- 
count, with what time and strength 
I have had, and I state now to my 
colleagues that under our Constitu- 
tion Congress has no power to call 
the militia of the United States or 
the militia of the several States, by 
conscription or otherwise, and order 
them' into service outside of the 
United States; that, therefore, the 
conscripted men can not be sent to 
the aid of our allies by order of the 
Congress of the United States or by 
the Commander in Chief, and if at- 
tempted it will be a plain and clear 
violation of the organic law of our 
Nation. 

Fights Violation Of Constitution. 

Having reached this conclusion, it 
is clearly my duty to call the atten- 
tion of my colleagues to that fact — 
that law — and let them decide 
whether they would attempt to vio- 
late the Constitution or attempt to 
authorize the Executive to do so. 

Section 8, paragraph 15, of the 
Constitution provides that Congress 
shall have pc\wer to provide for call 



the militia into the service. Why not 
pursue the constitutional methods and 
raise your army by volunteers, and 
then, if your volunteers who are will- 
ing to go abroad fail, meet and solve 
that question when the time comes, 
under the Constitution we have sworn 
to uphold. Please understand I do not 
contend that the Congress of the 
United States can not call the militia 
of the States, organized or unorgan- 
ized, into the service of the United 
States, but I do insist that if the mil- 
itia is so called into the "service of the 
United States it can only be used for 
the three purposes which I have re- 
peatedly set out in this argument. 

If I believe that the President's 
failure to enforce section 7 has done 
injury to the cause in this war with 
the Imperial Government of Germany, 
it is my duty to say so here and now. 

You can not shift your responsibil- 
ity as a part of the law-making 
power by imitating Pontius Pilate 
and washing your hands and saying, 
let your Executive do it. 

I know we are talking about food 
control. Let us talk for a moment 
about food for thought and thought 
control and the right of the Executive 
to control legislative thought. There 
has been a constant letting up of 
legislative authority and a constant 
growth of executive authority. It is 
just as much the fault of the legis- 
lative branch as it is of the executive, 
and it is not more the fault of this 
present President than it was of 
those before him, who for years past 
have constantly encroached upon the 
legislative power, and to-day when we 
are in the midst of a war, when we 
offer you the very best thing that we 
thought we could, we are met with 
the cry of treason simply because we 
want to give you men who will fight 
instead of violating the Constitution 
by taking the State militia because 



ing forth jniifttift "*» fUmst® jpast Congress has authorized us 



to violate the clear provisions of the 
Constitution of the United States. 
Tells Of Webster's Anti-Draft Fight. 

When the conscription bill of 1814 
was before the Congress of the United 
States Daniel Webster, the greafV 
student defender of our Constitution, 
gave as one of his reasons for oppos- 
ing conscription the fact that the bill 
then before Congress, just exactly 
like the present law, did not prohibit 
the Congress or the' President from 
sending the militia out of the United 
States. 

The law which we have passed for 
conscription has the same defect. It 
has no limitation as to what the Com- 
mander in Chief may do with -the 
militia when drafted into the service 
of the United States, and, to para- 
phrase the statement of Mr. Webster, 
if he does not send them into Eng- 
land, France, or Italy "it will not be 
because he is prohibited by any 
provision of this act." 

That fact alone should have caused 
the defeat of the present conscription 
act; and while we do not as a Con- 
gress limit the use to which this con- 
scripted army could be employed, our 
great Constitution writes into' every 
statute the living principles of human 
liberty, and, whether we like it or 
not, it writes into our last conscrip- 
tion act in words of fire that can not 
be extinguished, "The militia herein 
conscripted or drafted can not be sent 
out of the territory of the United 
States and can only be used to repel 
invasions, suppress insurrections, and 
enforce the laws of the Union." 

What becomes, gentlemen, of our 
constitutional requirements as con- 
strued by the court that our laws must 
be uniform? Under the law every 
man between the ages of 18 and 45 
belongs to the Military Establishment 
of the United States; this is the un- 
organized militiia you propose for 
selective draft, which means drawing 
by chance. Out of these millions of 
men you have protected yourself as 
Members of Congress, and while we 
have been hearing talk about slack- 
ers by your law you provide that 
three-fifths of the slackers may not 
even be exposed tr» the chances of 
your slacker's draft and hold that 
two-fifths, those between the ages of 
21 and 31, must take their chance. 
Denounces Class Legislation. 

It would be just as much within 
the keeping of the spirit of the Con- 
stitution to say that all black men or 
all yellow men or that all men be- 
longing to certain schools or religion 
should be selected by draft. I can 
not find words to express the abhor- 
rence I have for this conscript law, 
especially when the spirit of the Con- 
stitution is so wantonly and ruth- 
lessly violated by elass legislation of 
this sort. 

I wish to be understood and I make 
the statement of my intentions in 
order that there may be a fair dis- 
cussion as to the powers of Congress, 
and as far as possible free from 
malice or excitement. 

Unless there is shortly offered an 
amendment to the present conscript 
law which will insert the word 
"direct" in section 7, so that the 
President will be induced to call for 
and accept the volunteers for foreign 
service, I intend to present that 
amendment myself. 

Second, unless the present con- 
script law is amended or suggested 
by some gentleman in the majority 
upon this question so that the law 
may comply with the Constitution, 
and provide that the conscripts shall 
not be forced against their consent 
into foreign countries, I intend res- 
pectfully to offer that amendment 
myself. 

FAILING IN THAT I INTEND 
TO OFFER A BILL WHICH WILL 
REPEAL THE ENTIRE CONSCRIP- 
TION LAW AND LEAVE THIS OR 
THE NEXT CONGRESS TO CAR- 
RY OUT THE WILL OF THE PEO- 
PLE. 

Says Truth Is Not Treason. 

The chairman of the committee, 
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whose bill we were discussing yester- 
day, called attention to the fact that 
the allies had been purchasing in this 
country, and he called attention to the 
fact, which is true, that you can buy 
American wheat and American bread 
and potatoes cheaper in Great Britain 
than you can in New York or Chi- 
cago, and when we see our people 
hungry and realize that the allies, 
thru their agents, have been speculat- 
ing on the boards of trade, it is not 
treason to call attention to the fact. 

We want our allies to do their 
"bit," but when we see American 
flour cheaper in London than it is in 
Chicago we feel that they are not 
only "doing their bit," but they are 
"doing us quite a bit." 

And I say it is not treason to call 
attention to a provision against send- 
ing State militia abroad when there 
are others ready to go; it is not 
treason to call attention to the fact 
that our allies, with nearly 2,000,000 
men in Great Britain, are insisting 
and pleading for us to send our boys 
to the trenches of France, and you 
know it is a good deal nearer from 
Dover to Calais than it is from San 
Francisco to Paris, and travel is a 
good deal safer for those people. 
It is only 55 minutes across the Eng- 
lish Channel, when it may be two or 
three weeks or months, aye, it may 
be eternity, in crossing the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

Free Speech Still Lives. 

Again I say, why pursue unconetiv 
tutiohal methods when there are con- 
stitutional methods open before us? 
Why should we violate the Constitu- 
tion, by saying that we are going to 
draft the militia of the United States 
in violation of the opinion of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, 
of the supreme courts of the several 
States, in violation of the opinion of 
the Attorney of the United States. 

I have had long experience in mat- 
ters of this kind, and in all these 
years I have never found a man, 
either in the House or in the Senate, 
but that he wanted to do right as 
God gave him the light to see the 
right, and he wanted to do the best 
he could for his country. 

This is a friction point where 
gentlemen disagree, and I thank God 
upon this floor — in this forum — the 
right of free speech still exists. 

I thank God upon this floor, in my 
association with you, gentlemen, most 
of whom are younger than I, you 
have been willing to grant me that 
right of free thought and free speech 
which you demand for yourselves, 
and in that freedom lies the safety 
of our Nation. 
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For Catching Fish, Eels, Mink and Muskrats. 




Illustration Shows Single Mouth Trap — Also Made With Double Mouth. 

THESE TRAPS are* made of No. 19 galvanized, soft, tough, steel-wire netting, 
of special weave, which is re-dipped after being woven. They are held in shape 
by heavy, galvanized, steel-wire rings, which lay down when traps are folded. They 
are constructed after the pattern of the old Indian fish backets, and are the mos* 
successful traps ever used for catching fish. The funnels are easily adjusted to any 
size. The double coat of galvanizing protects them in water, ana wltn the proper 
care, they will last for several vears. They are very strong and durable; do not be- 
come water-soaked, heavy, slim -covered, rotten or bad to handle like the old wooden 
traps or hoop nets do. 

SPECIFICATIONS AND PRICES. 

No. 1 — 3 feet long, 13 inches deep. 1 inch mesh; weight about 4 pounds; used 

mostly in small streams, for catching fish up to 8 or 10 pounds $2.00 

No.2 — 4 feet long, 15 inches deep, 1 inch mesh ; weight, about 6 pounds ; used 

in the larger streams, for catching fish up to 16 or 18 pounds $3.00 

No. 3 — 5 feet long, 18 inches de^p, 1 inch mesh; weight about 9 pounds; used 

in rivers and lakes, for catching fish up to 25 or 30 pounds $4.00 

No. 4 — 6 feet long, 21 inches deep, 1 inch mesh; weight, about 12 pounds; used 

by fishermen, for catching fish up to 35 or 40 pounds $5.00 



When ordering state if you want single or double mouth trap, and be sure to 
write your name and address plainly, giving both your post office and express office. 
We ship traps by Express, securely wrapped in a strong plain package, and 
guarantee safe delivery of goods, perfect satisfaction or money refunded. Order 
today, and you will be well pleased with your investment. 

F. C. TAYLOR FUR CO. 

Main and Walnut Sts. - - St. Louis, Mo. 
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4 4 Law And Order" Kaisers In 
Move To Crush All Liberties 



CITY councils and state legislature are just now vying with each other 
in passing tyrannical legislation that would make the old Russian 
autocracy turn with envy in its grave. 
What the servile, rubber stamp congress in Washington fails to do or 
overlooks, the lawmakers in state and city quickly adopt as their own. 

Two examples of this grand rush to shelve all vestiges of freedom are 
found in a statute forced thru the Minnesota legislature by the Minnesota 
Public Safety Commission, and in an ordinance adopted by the Indianapolis, 
Ind., City Council. 

This year's Independence Day, July 4, can be celebrated in no better 
way than in studying this pernicious legislation and planning to prevent its 
adoption in your city or state. 

* * * * 

UNDER the provisions of the Minnesota law it becomes practically im- 
possible to raise your voice against the bloody game of war and militarism. 
A heavy fine and imprisonment is the penalty if you do. Three of. the 
sections in this law are as follows: 

Section 1. It shall be unlawful from and after the passage of this 
act for any person to print, publish or circulate in any manner whatso- 
ever, any book, pamphlet* or written or printed matter that advocates 
or attempts to advocate that men should not enlist in the military or 
naval forces of the United States or the state of Minnesota. 

Section 2. It shall be unlawful for any person in any public place, 
or at any meeting where more than five persons are assembled, to ad- 
vocate or teach by word of mouth or otherwise that men should not 
enlist in the military or naval forces of the United States or the state 
of Minnesota. 

Section 3. It shall be unlawful for any person to teach or advocate 
by any written or printed matter whatsoever, or by oral speech, that 
the citizens of this state should not aid or assist the United States in 
prosecuting or carrying on war with the public enemies of the United 
States. 

* * * * 

SIMILARLY in Indianapolis, Ind., "SILENCE!" becomes the watchword 
if you would not fall into the hands of the local Kaisers of "law and order." 
Any criticism of the established order immediately becomes a crime which 
may set the liberty loving citizen back $300 to which may be added six months 
imprisonment. This exhibition of hysteria is in part as follows: 

Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any person in the presence or 
hearing of any other person, to do any act, .make any sign or gesture, 
or say or write any word expressing disrespect or contempt for, defiance 
of, or disloyalty to, the government of the United States of America. 

Section 2. It shall be unlawful for any person, in the presence or 
hearing of any person, to do any act, make any sign or gesture, or speak 
or write any scurrilous, indecent, vile or profane word or words concern- 
ing the president of the United States of America or, in time of war of 
the United States with any other country or government, any word or 
words expressing disrespect or contempt for, defiance of, the president or 
the army or navy of the United States of America. 

Section 3. It shall be unlawful for any person to publish or circu- 
late, or transmit by mail or otherwise, or have in his possession for the 
purpose of publication, circulation, transmission by mail or otherwise, 
any written or printed matter, whether of words, signs or pictures, in 
any form, that expresses disrespect or contempt for, defiance of, or chs- 
loyalty to the government of the United States of America. 

Section 4. It shall be unlawful, while a state of war exists between 
the United States of America and any other country, nation or govern- 
ment, for any person to publish, circulate or transmit by mail or other- 
wise, or have in his possession for the purpose of publishing, circulat- 
ing or transmitting by mail or otherwise, any. written or printed matter, 
whether word, sign or picture, in any form that expresses disrespect 
or contempt for, defiance of, the president of the United States of 
America. 

Section 5. It shall be unlawful to incite, urge or adviBe strikes or 
disturbances by or among the workmen in any factory, phop or mill or 
other concern making any munition or munitions for the government of 
the United States of America or the allies of the United States or in any 
factory, shop or mill which in time of war has been offered to the serv- 
ice of the United States, or in any factory, shop or mill engaged in the 
manufacture of food or drug products, in time of war, or in any public 
utility or public service company, in time of war, where such strike or 
disturbance might tend to embarrass or interfere in any way with the 
carrying out of purposes of the United States, or in any way assist 
or encourage the enemies of the United States. 

* * * * 

LET US forego the use of our brains, give up all right to protest or 
criticize; or, let us resolve on this year's Fourth of July to struggle harder 
than ever to maintain those rights of free speech, free press and free as- 
semblage, which our forefathers fought so hard to establish in 1776, the year 
that saw the adoption of the Declaration of Independence. 

It was pointed out in congress only the other day that Abraham Lincoln, 
with four years of bitter war on his hands, did not ask for a press censor- 
ship. He was bitterly criticized by a press which he did not seek to muzzle. 
Let the nation's congress, its state legislatures and city councils try to pattern 
a little more after Abraham Lincoln, and not so much after the Kniser. 
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My Copyrighted Book "How to Judge Engines" 

tella how high-grade semi-steel engines 
are made, advantages over cast iron, how 
common coal oil in a WITTE reduces 
cost 65 per cent. Writ 
today and pet my "How 
-to-Mako-Monoy" 
folder, and latest 
WITTE Engine 
prices. Ed.H.Witte 

WITTE ENGINLTWORKS 

3267 Oakland Ave., Kansas City, Mo. 
32 g7 Emplrs Bids* Pittsburgh, Pa. 




TOBACCO 



KENTUCKY 
HOMES PUN 

' Cream of the crop. 

: Rich, ripe natural 
leaf cured with 
hickory in the old- 
fashioned Kentucky way. .Aged and mellowed 
in wooden hogsheads; fragrant as a rose. Both 
smoking and chewing types from mildest to 
strongest. Free folder. 

J. H. WILSON, Box 321-A, MAYFIELD, KY. 



"I ACCUSE" 

V You'll find out. Get on the mail- 
ing list. Pamphlet is free. 

Something must be done. 

"It" is coming upon us like a thief in the 
night. Oh you stop-at-a-time'er, immediate- 
demand'er, reform faker, "possibilist" I Ad- 
dress Driving, Box 262, Brooklyn, N. Y. 



A high class 
Piano Solo. We 
have decided to 
mail a copy of this piece with our cata- 
logues, to every reader of the Ameri- 
can Socialist who will send 5 cents to 
cover wrapping and postage. Address 
WM. H. HAMMACK Co., 

Hagerstown, Md. 



50 THOUSAND PEOPLE WANTED. 

Build artci own a city. All work for each, and 
each fov all. Can start at $3.00 per day. 
A Revelation, my book explains all. Send 
125 cts. coin. No blanks answered. * 

C. II . ANTHONY, 2531 PARK ST., 
BELLINGHAM, WASH. 



H--» MOm* — MVKSTUa FOR —PROFIT 

k monthly Guide to Money-Making. 
Tells how $100 grows to $2,200— how to get 
richer quickly and honestly. H. L. BARBER, 
Pub. 474, 32 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 

WANTED — Bachelor farmers, with $150, for 
co-operative farming here. 
H. SAWDON - - ST. ELMO, TENN. 



TXUSBAND, ranch, etc., for a wife about 
■** 54, good-looking, some means, no depend- 
ent children. Address Box 35, Peyton, Colo. 



YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPT. ; 

Organization — Edncatloa — Solidarity. 

WILLIAM V. KRUSE I - Director 

To reach tha nation's youth with the 
message of Socialism and to bring them 
into the organised Socialist movement 
through Young People's Socialist Leagues. 

Address all communications to: 
Socialist Party Young People's Dept* 
•03 W. Madison St. Chicago. 



Terre Haute, Ind., has hit its stride. Lawn 
fete, literature distribution, and a contribu- 
tion to the Mooney Defense Fund are some 
of the things they have been doing lately. 
Now comes a big "patriotic" picnic on July 
4th in answer to the call of the Socialist 
Party for meetings on this day. If possible, 
the speaker of the day will be ye hon con- 
ductor of this column. 

Richmond, Ind., is arranging for weekly 
picnics. Their baseball team took a licking, 
but that did not prevent them from getting 
four applications for membership out of the 
game. 

Buffalo, No. 1, in announcing one of its 
hikes, wound up with the following terse 
but true notice: "It is necessary thae you 
bring your own lunch if you want to eat." 

New Haven, Conn., presented the play 
"Shambles" to an audience of 250 people. 
The affair netted 15 new members. 

New Britain, Conn., held a mock trial in 
which the defendant was found guilty of 
vagrancy and sentenced to buy a N. Y. Call 
Bond. His argument in his own defense 
was a dandy argument for Socialism. 

The Marxian Y. P. S. L. of Milwaukee re- 
cently celebrated its second anniversary. It 
will not stop its activities over the ' summer 
and expects soon to be stronger than ever. 



ILLEGALITY DOESN'T MATTER 

"We don't care whether they are 
or not," declared Police Commissioner 
R. J. Allerdice, of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
when he was asked if he didn't know 
that it is illegal to make arrests, 
without warrants, as he did in the 
case of the raid on the Socialist 
headquarters recently. 

The cases against W. E. McElwain, 
Charles Sellemann, J. T. Clutter, Da- 
vid Ponorow, Martin Webber, Joseph 
Smith, A. E. Woodruff and Jane W. 
Tait, arrested in the raid of May 22, 
have been dismissed. 

Walter G. Hodge and Edward C. 
Mueller, members of the North Side, 
Pittsburgh, Circle, Y. P. S. L., with 
Joseph R. Mountain, all members of 
the party, are being held over to the 
November federal grand jury in 
$1,000 bail each. 



on Food, Labor or Industry 

Will you think or pay? The Nation creates all land values- 
justice demands their use for National Defense — not for private 
gain. Tax on land values alone with no other taxes whatever will provide entire annual national 
budget — even five billion dollars. Will force idle land into use. Increase crops. Stimulate industry. 
Reduce taxes for 95% of the people. Will not raise prices or reduce production. 
Booklet free. NATIONAL SINGLE TAX LEAGUE* Cincinnati. Dot*. L 



Plan Wins! 

Our plan to have The American So- 
cialist sold on the streets in a thou- 
sand cities, towns and hamlets has 
been received with enthusiasm every- 
where. 

OSCAR T. BLOM, Springfield, Mo., 
orders 100 copies and writes: "I am 
ordering these for a nephew of mine 
to try his luck with. I hope he will 
be able to order 1,000 next week". 

C. H. BLOOM, one of our hustlers 
at Rockford, 111., writes: "You may 
send me immediately 26 copies of The 
American Socialist and I will try to 
get some boy to sell the same in ac- 
cordance with your plan. Party grow- 
ing here by leaps and bounds." 

W. S. JAMES, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
also promises to give our plan a trial 
and says: "We will endeavor to build 
up a good circulation". 

That shows the right spirit! 

* * * * 

OUR plan is simply this. Since 
newsboys sell every other kind of 
newspapers why not The American 
Socialist, which is now in great 
demand ? 

A responsible comrade can order a 
bundle of papers at our regular rate, 
75 cents per 100, or $7.50 per 1,000 
and have the boys sell them on the 
streets or from house to house at 
2 cents per copy. Let the boy keep 
one cent a copy. This will leave one 
cent per copy to buy additional 
papers. We will send 25 papers FREE 
as a starter to anyone wishing to give 
this plan a triah Send all communica- 
tions to Street Sales Dept., The Amer- 
ican Socialist, 803 W. Madison Street, 
Chicago, 111. 

* * * * 

YES, we smashed two more records 
during the current week, one for daily 
subscription receipts and the other for 
weekly subscription rates. 

Wednesday, June 20, turned up the 
biggest day in the history of the 
paper, with receipts for subscriptions 
totalling $244.42, compared to $236.08 
on Monday, June 11, the highest 
preceding day. 

The week ending Saturday, June 23, 
showed total receipts for subs amount- 
ing to $1,119.31 compared to the rec- 
ord set by the preceding week, ending 
Saturday, June 16. of an even $1,000. 

We are climbing higher and higher. 
There is no rest for the soldier who 
has enlisted for the social revolution. 

Get the subs and win the Henry 
Dubbs! 

From The Firing Line 

"The American Socialist ean become 
the greatest publication in America with 
well directed efforts upon the part of 
Socialists", writes Scott Wilkins, from 
Wapokoneta, Ohio. Comrade Wilkins is 
holding monster meetings thruout Ohio, 
making record breaking literature sales 
and gathering in the subs for The Ameri- 
can Socialist. 

"Wish to congratulate you on the make- 
up of The American Socialist. It is with- 
out doubt the best weekly Socialist paper 
published and still getting better. Wish 
it could be published twice weekly in- 
stead of weekly". — M. E. Kuhn, Cham- 
bersburg, Pa. 

"The bright rays of Socialism are be- 
ginning to radiate in Kansas City, Mo., 
more than ever", and to prove it G. W. 
Kuntz sends in a list of eight sobs. 

Comrade J. A. Brechtel, of Fomeroy, 
Ohio, sends in another sub, "Who wishes 
to read the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help him, Com- 
rades. Pomeroy has been very slow to 
take to Socialism but this war craze has 
changed the minds of many." 

One of oar new recruits at Kokomo, 
Ind., sends in a club of four. Regarding 
the petitions to congress to get a refer- 
endum on the draft law, he writes, "No 
trouble whatever to get signers, repub- 
licans, democrats, prohibitionists, and of 
course all true Socialists sign without a 
word". He estimates the people of Kokomo 
are 5 to one against war. 

"World Socialism is knocking at our 
door", and C. E. Wharton, of Kenton, O., 
subscribes for The American Socialist to 
read all about it. 

"Everybody in this community is inter- 
ested in the socialist message of salvation 
an never before. Now is the time to 'do 
our bit' ", is the report from Comrade 
A. W. Lappart, of Loom is, Nebr., that 
accompanies a list of 13 subs. » 

The day's mail brings a letter and two 
subs from Siloam Springs, Ark. The let- 
ter reads, "We have both been democrats 
all our lives. But we confess we were 
wrong. We have changed to Socialist". 

Financial Secretary G. J. Peck, of 
Local Davenport, la., sends in a list of 
13 and orders $5 worth of sub cards. He 
hopes this ic satisfactory for the time 
being. 

"Yours for Socialism in our Time", 
is the slogan of County Organizer W. H. 
Tilley, of Ness County, Kans., and he 
does his bit by sending in a list of 34 
subs. 

Eli Klingensmith is our leading recruit- 
ing officer at Jeanette, Pa., and he sends 
In a list of 25 volunteer subs. 

Comrade John L. McGlothlen, of Ot- 
tumwa, la., sends in a live list of 20 
volunteer subs. 

"This is my answer to Czar-rule in 
America", says our recruiting officer in 
Vinton; Iowa, in sending in a list of 20. 
"I expect to speak even louder next time. 
There are only two on this list who have 
ever voted the Socialist ticket, but they 
are all favorable now- 

F. B. Hamilton, of Piqua, Ohio, showed 
the May 20th issue of The American So- 
cialist to a few friends and immediately 
rounded up a club of four. Local patriots 
had a big demonstration recently but not 
one enlistment was secured as a result. 
Now they are volunteering for The 
American Socialist's army 

Comrade Otto Ebeling, of Raxbury. 
Mass., sends in a list of 14 as a protest 
against the Prussianising of America. 

Comrade E. L. Osgood, of Los Angeles, 
Cal., is opposed to militarism and he t.ends 
in a list of 20 to show it. 

Comrade L. W. Pearson, of Roanoke, 
Va.. sends "the greatest paper "that ever 
existed", to a "new recruit to our great 
movement". 



1776-Haye We Made MM917 

By IRWIN ST. JOHN MUCKER. 

OUR GOVERNMENT Censorship has taken steps to suppress all 
documents* movies, and literature criticizing our government or' the 
governments of our allies. 
This* makes it necessary for us to call attention to two very question- 
able documents, which according to these rules should be suppressed. 

One of them in particular should be at once seized and destroyed, be- 
cause it might hurt the feelings of our great ally, the King of England. 
It is wide-spread and far scattered. Most school books contain it; every 
history refers to it. Almanacs, reference books of all kinds, contain its 
ringing words, which reflect mast seriously upon the English king. It ought 
to be suppressed. 

We refer to the Declaration of Independence. 

The other is an eyen worse attack upon our own nation. It reveals 
facts that ought to be kept from public notice. It makes assertions and 
allegations that might tend to weaken the blind, unreasoning loyalty of the 
nation to politicians 1 who happen for the moment to occupy the seat of 
authority. It ought to be suppressed. 

We refer to the report of the Industrial Relations Commission. 

* * * * 

FOR, embarked upon a "War for Democracy" our eyes turn backward 
to that great palladium of all modern democracies, the Declaration 
of Independence. 

Within the century and a half since that immortal document was writ- 
ten, changes — many changes— have occurred in the land which wrote it, and 
which thru those ringing words declared itself to be free. 

Of late years the Declaration of Independence has ceased to be a 
popular document. Formerly it was- read aloud at all holidays and picnics 
on the Fourth of July. But a Fourth of July might not be a safe and sane 
holiday if people meditated too frequently upon our national ideals, and 
upon the great difference between our ideals and the facts. 

We who are to free the world — are we free? 

We who are to maka the world safe for democracy — are we a 
democracy? 

These questions bear the asking; they cry aloud for answer. 

Let us take that revered but forgotten document, the Declaration of 
Independence, and read it side by side with that recent stock-taking of na- 
tional affairs, the Industrial Relations Commission Report. 

Let us see what that Commission found to exist, after one hundred 
and forty-one years of liberty and democracy. 

Then perhaps w« shall see a new meaning in those ancient words: 

"WITH WHAT JUDGMENT THOU JUDGEST, THOU SHALT 
BE JUDGED!" 



Thus says the 
Declaration: 

EQUALITY 
We hold these 
truths to be self- 
evident; that all 
men are created 
equal. 



HUMAN RIGHTS 

That they are en- 
dowed by their 
Creator with cer- 
tain inalienable 
rights. 



Thus comments the Industrial Commission: 

ITS DESTRUCTION 

We have, according to income-tax returns, 
44 families with incomes of one million dollars a 
year and more whose members perform little or no 
useful service, but whose aggregate incomes, 
totalling at the very least fifty millions per year, are 
equivalent to the earnings of one hundred thousand 
wage earners at the average rate of $500 a year. 

THEIR DESTRUCTION 

These investigations have shown that under the 
best possible conditions and granting the most ex- 
cellent motives on the part of the employers, free- 
dom does not exist either politically, industrially or 
socially; and that the fiber of manhood will inevit- 
ably be destroyed by the continuance of the existing 
conditions. 



That among these 
rights are life, 



Life 



liberty and the 



pursuit of hap- 
piness. 



JUST 
GOVERNMENT 
That to secure 
these rights, gov- 
ernments are in- 
stituted among 
men, deriving 
their just powers 
from the consent 
of the governed. 



The babies of the poor die at three times the rate 
of those who are in fairly well-to-do families. 

Forty-six per cent of deaths reported are due to 
preventable accidents or industrial diseases. 
(Public Health Report. No. 76.) 

Liberty 

Where the individual or corporate employer owns 
and controls the community in which the ordinary 
man lives, the education of his children, the char- 
acter and prices of his food, clothing and house, his 
own actions, speech and opinions, and in some cases 
even his religion, are controlled and determined, in- 
sofar as the interest of the employer make it desir- 
able for him to exercise such control. Such conditions 
are established and maintained not only thru the 
dictation of all working conditions by the employer, 
but by his usurpation or control of the functions and 
machinery of political government in such com- 
munities. 

Pursuit Of Happiness 

The crux of the question is: "Have the workers 
received a fair share of the enormous increase in 
wealth which has taken place in this country, during 
this period, largely as a result of their labors?" The 
reply is emphatically "No!" 

The pressure of economic conditions has an 
enormous influence in producing certain types of 
crime. Insanitary working and housing conditions, 
unemployment, wages inadequate to maintain a 
human standard of living, inevitably produce the 
crushed and distorted bodies and minds from which 
the army of crime is recruited. The crime problem 
is not one merely of the police courts; it leads to 
the broader problems of public sanitation, education, 
home care, a living wage, and industrial democracy. 

ITS OVERTHROW 

There now exist within the body of our Republic, 
industrial communities which are virtually prin- 
cipalities, oppressive to those dependent on them 
and a dreadful menace to the peace and welfare of 
our nation. 



In modern corporate business, the actions of 
officials are governed not by their personal inten- 
tions, but by inexorable demands for interest and 
dividends; they ignore, as if they did not exist, the 
men and women whose labor drives the whole 
mechanism of business. 



An Answer To Challenge 
Issued By The President 

NOTE. — One of the principal speeches made 
at the annual gathering of Chicago Socialists, 
Sunday, June 17, attended this year by more 
than 50,000 persons, was the stirring address 
by Seymour Stedman, former Socialist mem- 
ber of the Illinois legislature. Stedman ans- 
wers the challenge to the Socialist Party made 
by President Wilson. An extract from his 
speech is as follows: 

ONCE every year we gather 
here for our annual celebra- 
tion, our object being to 
arouse a fellowship among those in- 
terested in the political movement of 
the American working people that is 
national in its politics and interna- 
tional in its objects. 

This year we assemble under the 
restraints imposed by war. We must 
be cautious and guarded in the 
language we use to avoid any possi- 
bility of offending the government. 
The traditions of this country for 
over a hundred years have sanctified 
the freedom of the press and the free- 
dom of speech. Therefore it becomes 
exceedingly difficult for us in the 
short space of a few weeks to con- 
form to the unwelcome precepts of 
lese majeste. 

There are imposed upon each of 
you unusual burdens. One of them is 
to avoid any conduct which will give 
the ruling class of this country the 
delightful privilege of charging you 
with conspiracy, of searching your 
homes without a warrant and of tak- 
ing you in custody for the purpose of 
asking questions and delivering to you 
a lecture upon patriotism. Another 
is the necessity of securing new 
members to the party. This is an 
easy task at the present time. Thou- 
sands are coming to us because of our 
high ideals and our opposition fp 
war. These new members are far 
from appreciating the fact that WAR 
is the logical outgrowth of the Cap- 
italist System, which is always the 
subject of our attack. It therefore 
becomes your imperative duty to see 
that literature is placed in their 
hands explaining to them the funda- 
mental reason for poverty, idleness, 
billionaires, and war, and in this you 
are training them, as you must train 
yourselves, to meet the demands 
which will be made upon you in an 
organized way to preserve the liber- 
ties we have, to re-establish those we 
have lost, and to gain a greater meas- 
ure of freedom than that which we 
have heretofore enjoyed. Another 
problem is to meet with deliberation 
and calmness the onslaught of the 
mob, both in and out of office. The 
terrorism to which our government 
has resorted is a license for rowdies 
to commit depredations in the name 
of patriotism, and it is to be regret- 
ted that the action of the authorities 
in many instances gives them some 
assurance against the legal conse- 
quences of their acts. 

Concluding his Flag Day Speech 
the President says, "Woe be to the 
man or group of men that seeks to 
stand in our way in this day of high 
resolution, when every principle we 
hold dearest is to be vindicated and 
made secure for the salvation of na- 
tions." When the Czar declared war 
against the Germans the context of 
his proclamation was substantially 
the same as this. When England de- 
manded that Belgium should resist 
to the utmost, she did so in words al- 
most as melo-dramatic as these. The 
peace advocates of Russia, England 
and the United States are pro-Ger- 
man; the peace advocates of Ger- 
many have been denounced as pro- 
Ally; the peace advocates of Bulga- 
ria, Austria and Germany are de- 
nounced as pro-Ally. In every coun- 
try the Socialists who have emphas- 
ised the necessity for peace and op- 
position to the ruling class have been 
denounced as enemies of their coun- 
try and the friend of the countries 
making war upon them. And this is 
so because the working classes of 
every country are expected to give 
their last drop of blood to sustain 
their ruling classes, and they refuse 
to openly welcome the purpose of the 
workers thruout the world to estab- 
lish a Social Democracy, — the rule 
of the workers, the triumph of col- 
lectivism and the final end of all 
class dominion. 

The President has challenged the 
forces in this country that are mak- 
ing for peace. The administration 
has refused passports to the repre- 
sentatives of the Socialist movement. 
The administration has sent an ultra- 
conservative to Russia in the name 
of New Freedom and has presumed 
to select for the Socialists a repre- 
sentative. People who understand 
democracy will not misunderstand the 
policy of a government which pre- 



RIGHT OF 
REVOLUTION 
That whenever 
any form of gov- 
ernment becomes 

destructive of 
these ends, it is 
the right of the 
people to alter or 
abolish it; and to 
institute a new 
government, lay- 
ing its foundations 
on such principles 
and organizing its 
powers in such 
form as to them 
shall seem most 
likely to effect 
their safety and 
happiness. 



NEED FOR REVOLUTION 

People talk about agitator^, but the only real 
agitator is injustice, and the only way is to cor- 
rect the injustice and allay the agitation. 

In popular governments, evils are often borne 
with stolid patience until a culminating point is 
reached, when the people burst into sudden frenzy 
and redress their grievances by violent and extreme 
measures, and even tear down the fabric of gov- 
ernment itself. 



Looking back over the industrial history of the 
last quarter century, the industrial disputes which 
have attracted the attention of the country and 
have been accompanied by bloodshed and violence, 
have been revolutions against industrial oppres- 
sion, and not mere strikes for the improvement of 
working conditions. 

It is axiomatic that a government which can be 
maintained only by the suppression of criticism 
should not be maintained. 



SUCH were the dreams, and such the high intent of the fathers of this 
republic. To such a vision have the millions of immigrants who sought our 
shores been led. What have they found? 

We who are setting forth to democratize the government of the world — 
what of ourselves? 

In the next four issues of The American Socialist, the great parallel 
will be continued. It will be shown how, charge for charge and phrase for 
phrase, the wording of the Declaration of Independence, which cried for a 
new order and a new government, rings true today. The need is as great, 
the necessity as pressing. 

That new Independence can be established in one way, and one way only; 
that is thru the establishment of Socialism. 

The new dreams of the world can be fulfilled in one way only; and that 
is thru Socialism. We must commence that new order NOW. 

Let us begin! The nightmare has oppressed us full long enough; blood 
has drenched the world too long. 
\ LET US BEGIN! 



sumes to select a representative for 
the Socialist Party, which, by parity 
of reason, would permit the Socialists 
to select the representative of the 
Democratic or Republican Party. It 
is a new kind of democracy thru 
which one party selects the repre- 
sentatives of another. 

The President has challenged the 
Socialist movement and the peace ad- 
vocates. It is for us to answer with 
diligence and activity, which can be 
best manifested by securing more 
and more members to the party, 
more and more subscribers to the 
party publications, and a liberal con- 
tribution and support for the defense 
of those whom the government de- 
sires to suppress and jail. 

Some Comfort 

By J. L. HICKS. 

Having divided food to the last 
morsel with "our allies" across the 
Atlantic, it is comforting to pread 
the following, which I copy verbatim 
from the London Times of May 22, 
1917: 

"It is, indeed, commonly asserted 
by the butchers m some parts of Lon- 
don that many tons of meat brought 
into the markets are being destroyed 
because buyers cannot be found for 
it at the prices demanded by the 
wholesalers." 




1 Want YOU to Get 
a Ford Car FREE 



DON'T SEND MB A 
CENT! JUST YOUR 
NAME! Let me give you 
one of my brand new, 
never-used, 1917 latest 
model, 5-paseenger Ford 
Tourings Cars. I have 
given away a lot of 
them. You might as well 
have one, too. 

I Have Given Cars to 
One Hundred People 

I have given nice new care to one 
hundred people. Not one of them paid 
me a nickel. They wer« actually amazed 
to think how little th«y did for the cars 
they got. You just ou£ht to see the let- 
ters of thanks I get from them. 

I Have One For YOU 
" Will You Take It? 

I want you to have a car. Do you want 
it? It's all up to you. Don't sit around and 
twiddle your thumbs while your friends ar« 
all out riding. Get a car free and Join the 
happy throng. Send me your name today 
and get full particulars. You'd just as well 
be riding In your own car as not. 

This Big FREE Book 
Tells All About It 

I want you to have a copy of my nice 
new, two-oolor, free book. It tella you all 
about It. Just how to proceed to get your 
Ford Car free. It als<t eon- 
tains enthusiastic letters 
from many of my Ford users. 

Send For Your 




Copy At Once 

Write to me today and let 
me send you this book. It 
will open your eyes as to how easy It la t« 

get an automobile. 

You Can Be the Proud 
Owner of a Ford 

Don't envy your friends. Have your own 
car. Become the proud owner of on* ot 
my Fords. You may. What a wonderful 
source of pleasure It will be — a producer of 
health — an asset In the struggle for aucceaa. 
It is your duty to yourself to own one. 

Let Me Hear From You 
Today - NOWl ' 

I have given cars to old men, young men, 
blind men, women, ministers, business men, 
farmers, merchants — even to boys and girls. 
You can get one, too. Let me know If you 
want one. Fill out the coupon below and 
send It today. This Is your BIG CHANCE! 



W.W. Rho.d.. 
Manager 



RHOADS AUTO CLUB 

300 Capital BMf ., Topcka. tarn. 




Rnoads Auto Club, 
300 Capital Bldg., 
Topeka, Kansas 
Send me your new free book and fall 
particulars as to how I can get a new 
Ford Touring Car free. 



Name. . . 
Address. 



THE CALL FOR LIGHT. 



Maxim Gorky, the famous Socialist editor of Russia, says that the most 
imperative need of his country is the spread of scientific knowledge among 
the people. Upon this, the success of the new Russian republic depends. 
This is the basis of all success. As long as education is confined to any 
class, that class will dominate. If we are to make a success of industrial 
democracy in this country, we must educate the people to that end. 

To accomplish this, thousands and thousands of trained teachers, speak- 
ers and writers are necessary — men and women who can say what they want 
to say, who can present the truths of Socialism in a plain and convincing 
way. To meet this demand there has been established at Fort Scott, Kansas, 
a great school "of the workers, by the workers and for the workers" — a 
school that teaches the facts of life from a libertarian point of view. This 
school has courses in Plain English, Advanced English, Public Speaking, 
Law and other branches. These courses are especially designed to fit our 
people for effective work in the great cause of humanity. 

Every observer of conditions in this country reports that the people are 
turning away from their old lines of thought. Many of them do not yet 
know what they want, but they know what they do not want — they do not 
want present conditions to continue, and that is the first step toward liberty. 
Everywhere there is a call for light, and yet more light. 

Henceforth, Comrades, it is up to us. We of the Proletariat who have 
seen the new vision, we who know what we want, we must answer this call 
for light. If you want a place in this great movement, and yet feel that 
you lack the training in English or in public speaking to do what you would 
like to do, the People's College can give you this training. Their work is 
no longer an experiment; hundreds of graduates attest the success of their 
methods of instruction. 

30' lessons in Plain English, 30 lessons in Spelling. 

A little spare time, a few cents a day, easy monthly payments, a 
lesson a week; or if you have a little extra time you can take the course in 
less than thirty weeks. The Advanced English course has thirty lessons; the 
Public Speaking course twenty-five. The Law Course is a three-year Uni- 
versity course which fits you to practice law as a profession. The People's 
College is successfully training thousands by correspondence in these 
branches. They can train you. 

You study at home, and earn while you learn. Write today for full in- 
formation concerning the course you are interested in. Do something today 
that will count for tomorrow and for all the future. Address The People's 
College, 302 National Avenue, Fort Scott, Kansas. 



Daniel Webster Defeated Attempt To Conscript Army During War Of 1812 



Groat statesmen in the past history of the 
United States, whose names are now written big 
in our memories, have been unalterably opposed 
to conscription. Foremost among these have 
been Daniel Webster, whose speech against 
conscription tn congress, December 9, 1814, is 
• classic to be read and studied and passed on 
this year on Independence Day, when the forc- 
ing of our youth into this causeless war is? the 
thin? uppermost in the minds of the American 
people. Webster points eut the unconstitu- 
tionality of the proposed act and it was his 
unalterable opposition in 1814 that prevented the 
passage of a conscription law. We republish 
Webster's speech in this Liberty Edition of 
The American Socialist as part of the campaign 
to repeal the conscription law already forced 
upon us. Here it is: 

THIS bill ... is an attempt to exercise 
th« power of forcing the free men of 
this country into the ranks of the army. . . . 
The services of the men to be raised under 
this act are not limited to those cases in which' 
alone this government is entitled to the aid 
•f the militia of the States. These cases are 
particularly stated in the constitution: "To 
rope} invasion, suppress insurrection, or exe- 
cute the laws." But this bill has no limita- 
tion in this respect. . . . That measures of this 
nature should be debated at all in the councils 
of a free government is a cause of dismay. 
The question is nothing less than whether 
the most essential rights of personal liberty 
snail be surrendered, and despotism embrac- 
ed tn its worst form. . . . 

The administration asserts the right to fill 
the ranks ... by compulsion. Persons thus 
taken by force to be put into an army may 
be compelled to serve there during the war, 
. . . they may be put on any service at home 
or abroad for defense or for invasion, accord- 
ing to the will and pleasure of the government. 
This power does not grow out of the invasion 
of the country, or even out of the state of war. . . . 

Is this consistent with the character of a free 
government? Is this civil liberty? Is this the real 
character of our constitution? No, Sir, indeed it 
is not. The constitution is libelled, foully libelled. 
The people of this country have not established 
for themselves such a fabric of despotism. They 



have not purchased at a vast expense of their own 
treasures and their own blood a Magna Charta to 
be slaves. Where is it written in the constitution, 
in what article or section is it contained that you 
may take children from their parents ... compel 
them to fight the battles of any war in which the 
follies or the wickedness of the government may 
engage? Under what concealment has this power 
lain hidden which now for the first time comes 
forth, with a tremendous and baleful aspect to 
trample down and destroy the dearest rights of 
personal liberty ? 

Who will show me any constitutional injunction 
which makes it a duty of the American people to 
surrender everything valuable in life, and even life 
itself, not when safety of the country and its liberty 
may demand the sacrifice, but whenever the purposes 
of an ambitious and mischievous government may re- 
ouire it? Sir, I almost disdain to go to quota- 
tions and references to prove such an abominable 
doctrine has no foundation in the constitution of 
the country. It is enough to know that that instru- 
ment was intended as a basis of a free government, 
and that the power contended ff>r is incompatible 
with any notion of personal liberty. . . . The sup- 
porters of the measure before us act on the. opposite 
principle. ... It is their pleasing duty to free us' 
of the delusion which we have fondly cherished, that 
we are the subjects of a mild, free and limited gov- 
ernment and to demonstrate by a regular change of 
premises and conclusions that government possesses 
over us a power more tyrannical, more arbitrary, 
more dangerous, more allied to blood and murder, 
more full of every form of mischief, more pro- 
ductive of every sort of misery, than has been ex- 
ercised by any civilized government, with one ex- 
ception, in modern times. . . . What would have 
been more absurd than for this constitution to 
have said that to secure great blessings of liberty 
it gave to government an uncontrolled power of 
military conscription? 

Sir, in granting Congress the power to raise 
armies, the people have granted all the means . . . 
which are consistent with the liberty and security 
of the people themselves, and they have granted no 
others. ... A free government with arbitrary means 
to administer it is a contradiction, a free govern- 
ment without adequate provisions for personal 
security is an absurdity, a free government with 
an uncontrolled power of military conscription is a 
solecism at once the most ridiculous and abominable 
that ever entered into the head of man. 

Sir, I invite the supporters of the measures be- 
fore you to look to their actual operation. Who 
shall describe the anguish and distress which they 
will spread over those hills and valleys, where men 
have heretofore been accustomed to labor and to rest 
in security and happiness. Anticipate the scene, 



when the class shall assemble ... to throw the dice 
for blood, . . . when a group of wives and sisters 
shall gather around the theatre of this horrible lot- 
tery as if the strokes of death were to fall from 
heaven before their eyes, . . and in the majority 
of cases, sir, it will be the stroke of death. Under 
present prospects of a continuance of the war, not 
one-half of them on whom your conscription shall 
fall will ever return to tell the tale of their suffer- 
ings. They will perish of disease ana pestilence, or 
they will leave their homes to whiten in fields beyond 
the frontier . . . Into the paradise of domestic life 
you enter, not, indeed, by temptation and sorcery, 
but by open force and violence . . . nor is it for 
the defense of his own house and home that he who 
is subject to military draft is to perform the task 
alloted to him. . . . 

I would ask whether the supporters of these 
measures have well weighed the difficulties of their 
undertaking, have they considered whether it will be 



found easy to execute laws which bear such marked 
despotism on their front, and which will be so pro- 
ductive of every sort of misery in their execution? 
For one, sir, I hesitate not to say that they cannot 
be executed. I express the sentiments here as I shall 
express them to my constituents. Both they and my- 
self live under a constitution which teaches us that 
"the doctrine of non-resistance against arbitrary 
power and oppression is absurd, slavish and destruc- 
tive of tiie good and happiness bf mankind." With 
the same earnestness I shall exhort them to exercise 
their unquestionable right of providing for the 
security of their liberty. 

In my opinion, the sentiments of the free popula- 
tion of this country are greatly mistaken here. The 
nation is not yet in a temper to submit to conscrip- 
tion . . . You may talk to them as much as you 
please of the victory and glory to be attained . . . 
They will hold those objects in light estimation if 
the means be a forced military service ... They 



will not be charmed out of tiie remembrance of their 
substantial interests and true happiness. Similar 
pretenses, they know, are the graves in which the 
liberties of other nations have been buried, and they 
will take warning. 

Laws, sir, of this nature can create nothing but 
opposition. If you scatter them abroad like the 
fabled serpent's teeth, they will spring up into ariy°d 
men. A military force cannot be raised, m this man- 
ner, but by the means of a military force. If the 
administration has found that it cannot form an 
army without conscription, it will find, if it ad- 
venture on these experiments, that it cannot en- 
force conscription without an army. The govern- 
ment was not constituted for such purposes. Framed 
in the spirit of liberty and the love of peace it has 
no powers to render it able to enforce such laws. 
The attempt, if we rashly make it, will fall, and, 
having already thrown away our peace, we may 
thereby throw away our government. 



What Excuse Do You Offer For 

Hot Joining Our Movement? 

DEAR READER: — If you are not a member of 
the Socialist Party, what excuse can you offer for 
it? You have followed our Movement enough to 
know that it is the only organized force that will 
make the world "safe for democracy." You have 
learned, by this time, that the blusterings of the 
present administration about "world democracy" 
are empty pretensions — a hollow mockery. 

Enough voters were deceived last fall by the 
slogan "Praise God, He Kept Us Out Of War" to 
elect Wilson. Perhaps you are one of them. If you 
voted for Wilson because "he kept you out of war," 
you believed he would continue to do so. 

But instead of keeping us out of war, with the aid 
of the rubber stamp Congress, he got us into war and 
made us a nation of Conscripts. We are chained 
to a military machine that is intended to make the 
Kaiser's look like a cheap imitation. 

* ■ ' * » * * 

WE ARE told the world must be made "safe for 
democracy." But the manner in which President 
Wilson and Congress made us a nation of conscripts, 
violates every principle of democracy. 

To the Socialists this was no surprise. We have 
contended all along that the democratic and repub- 
lican parties alike represent the interest of the in- 
dustrial overlords. If you had any doubt about this 
in the past, it should be sufficiently clear to you 
now. If it is not, what further proof do you want? 

If it is clear to you, what are you going to do 
about it? Are you satisfied to be made a slave to 
a military machine to be sent out as cannon meat? 
Are you willing that a war debt running into the 
billions of dollars shall be saddled on this and future 
generations? «,<,** 

LOOK HERE! These figures may impress upon 
you the burden that stares you in the face. They 
come from a capitalist source that favors the War 
and Conscription. Germany began this war $80 m 
debt for every citizen. At the end of last year it 
rose to $390. 

France had a war debt of $160 per citizen at the 
beginning of the war and at the end of last year it 
mounted to $455. 

And it all comes out of the wealth that labor 

^The^'source from w hich the above figures come, 
boasts that our per capita debt is only $35. But 
that's only the beginning. Per capita soldier we have 
the most expensive army in the world. If the five 
million men contemplated are raised, the load will 
be staggering. .,, , _ 

Secretary McAdoo says the war will cost us Ten 
Billion dollars per year for the first two years. This 
is $100 per year for every man, woman and child. 
It means $500 per year per family. What it will 
cost after that we do not know. 

* * * * 

BUT THIS is only putting the war into dollars 
and cents. It is leaving out of consideration en- 
tirely the human suffering, the killed and crippled. 

And will we have a world "safe for democracy 
if the Kaiser, Roosevelt's closest rival, is licked? 
Well, read what Congressman Hilliard has to say: 

"Men engaged in inflaming the minds of the people 
that they may consummate their own wicked pur- 
poses direct their batteries against the Kaiser. They 
feign not to know and would have the people never 
learn that the Kaiser, wicked and tyrannical as he 
may be, is after all only the instrument in his part 
of the world thru which the moneyed oligarchy plies 
its evil trade. Germany will not be free when it has 



Help Circulate This Issue! 

We want to make this Liberty Edition 
of The American Socialist reach the mul- 
titudes. Its circulation should be a record 
breaker. We are breaking records almost 
every day now and we want- to smash all 
records for special editions. 

Help circulate this edition by sending in 
your order to The American Socialist, #03 
W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. Prices : for 
bundles, 75 cents per 100 ; $7.50 per 1,000 ; 
copies will be addressed and mailed direct- 
ly py The American Socialist to lists of 
names at the rate of one cent a copy. 




only thrown over the Kaiser. It will be free when 
i it is able to cast out the money changers. So with 
I the other powers of Europe which are now enthral- 
led under the yoke of monarchical government; like- 
wise our own country. 

"Kings may be tyrannical or benevolent but they 
are retained, fostered, kept alivo, that wicked and 
designing men behind the scenes may visit tax 
burdens upon us and reap a rich collection of spoils. 
This country of ours, unhampered with kings, yield- 
ing obedience only to the principles of democracy, 
rich in resources, proud of its history, has to-day 
within its borders thousands of starving people and 
millions of other people who can barely obtain the 
necessities of life. These conditions, Mr. Chairman, 
are not due to the crowned heads of Europe, the 
English King, the Russian Czar, or the German Kai- 
ser. They are due, and wholly due, to the damnable 
conspiracy of the consolidated money power of the 
world, and which in this qountry has its lair in Wall 
Street. And, Mr. Chairman, so far as this country 
was concerned, the war was fostered by this very 
oligarchv which, grown rich thru the suffering, 
privation, and needs of the peoples of Europe, and 
fearing that out of the result of that war their in- 
vestments in allies securities, aggregating billions, 
would be endangered and knowing that at its con- 
clusion the profits they had enjoyed during its pro- 
gress would cease, this very oligarchy, thru as 
wicked a purpose as ever prompted man to lie in 
wait in the dark to cut the throat of his fellow man, 
urged this country to enter a war, with the com- 
mencement of which it had no part, that their pro- 
fits — and oh, such conscienceless profits — might con- 
tinue for another term of years. 

"I warn them to beware. This country and its in- 
stitutions are in no danger from any source except 
from the wickedness of certain interests within, 
and my faith is that while these interests are power- 
ful for the moment, that in comparison with all the 
people they are so few in number that the righteous 
will rise m their mieht and drive into the sea those 
who have brought about in a peace-loving Republic 
the horrors and fears of war, and will not permit 
their sons to be slaughtered that the money power 
of the world may idealize its hopes." 

* * * * 

- tt TS "jlly to rant and storm against this im- 
minent danger. The situation cannot be changed 
by mere words. It must be changed by action. That 
action must express itself in an organized move- 
ment to wrest the power of Government from Wall 
Street by use of the ballot. The Socialist Party is 
the organization dedicated to that purpose. Every 
day of this chaos adds new and enlightened recruits 
to our ranks. Indications noint to an increase of at 
least 10,000 for the month of June, over May. 

The American Socialist is eclipsing all records. 
Four thousand, four hundred and seventy-seven 
subscribers were added in one week. 

The Socialist Party is in the ascendency. Our 
work is bearing fruit. In this grave crisis that is 
transforming this nation into an armed military 
camp, the Socialist Party needs you and you need 
the Socialist Party. 

* * » * 

THE Socialist Press needs you and you need the 
Socialist Press to give you the truth that the cap- 
italist press keeps from you. 

If you are not a member of the Socialist Party 
but in sympathy with our cause, join without delav. 
Everv delay is that much time lost. 

Build un the Party, build up the Socialist Press. 
We are marching on with the conviction that we 
are soon to inherit the earth. 




George HI. — The fellow who laughs last laughs best. What were you fighting me about anyway? 



STOKES. MALUM*. attMLt. 



By Art. Young in The Masses. 



Soldiers of the Common Good. 



With all of the wheat imported, bread prices in 
Belgium are 60 per cent less than in New York 
City, while prices in France are from 30 to 40 per 
cent lower, with producers realizing the same profits. 
The American profiteers score again. 



Is Mhm 1 Liar? Or 

Is Thsre A Secret Alliance? 

That a perpetual alliance between GreatBritain and 
the United States has been concluded, which will last 
forever, was the statement of Arthur James Balfour, 
English secretary of Foreign Affairs, made at a 
dinner in his honor given in London on .Tune 20. Mr. 
Balfour made this claim in his "account of his 
stewardship" on his return from the British embassy 
to this country. 

Balfour was hissed and jeered off the platform of 
Cooper Union Hall, in New York, when he attempted 
to speak. He appeared only under heavy police 
guard when he passed thru the streets of that city. 
His projected visit to Chicago was cancelled, not be- 
cause of the indifference of the Mayor of Chicago, 
but because of fears that such a trip would give the 
American people an opportunity to demonstrate 
their real feelings toward Balfour. Despite this, he 
says, "Our alliance is based on a great moral con- 
sideration." 

An alliance cannot be concluded without the knowl- 
edge and consent of the Senate. The Senate was not 
allowed to meet Balfour, except at an afternoon tea 
given by the Secretary of State. So indignant were 
the Senators at such treatment that only six out of 
the ninety-six attended this tea. 

In spite of this fact; in, spite of the fact that no 
one at Washington or elsewhere outside of the ad- 
ministration knew anything about an alliance; in 
spite of the fact that such an alliance would un- 
doubtedly have been rejected most emphatically, had 
it been offered to the vote of the people; Balfour, for 
many years head of the British Government and now 
its most responsible member except Lloyd George, 
announces that there is an alliance. 

Either Balfour lies', or the President and Lansing 
have led the people without their knowledge and 
consent into an alliance which apparently makes ua 
to all intents and purposes a part of the British 
Empire. 

On June 17, the British flag and the American 
flag together were carried up Bunker Hill from which 
the British flag had been driven in 1776. 

Was Benedict Arnold right? 

Was George Washington wrong? 

Speak up, Mr. President. The Secretary of State 
has muzzled every employe of the Department of 
State except himself; and he never gives out an in- 
telligible statement without contradicting it the 
same afternoon. We look to you. 

IS THERE A SECRET TREATY WITH GREAT 
BRITAIN? 

IS BALFOUR A LIAR OR NOT? 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 1917. 



Wrong Again 



Art Young, the famous Socialist cartoonist, 
writes: "The American Socialist is big with good 
live reading matter." 



America's jingo press is again indulging in an- 
other fit of hysteria over the International Socialist 
Peace Conference, this time over the fact that two 
Socialists from the United States have arrived at 
Stockholm. 

These Socialists, Max Goldfarb, one of the editors 
of the New York Jewish Daily Forward, and Boris 
Reinstein, of Buffalo, have not been authorized to 
represent the American Socialist Party. They are 
no doubt just stopping off at Stockholm on their 
way to Russia where they are planning to live and 
enjoy the freedom that prevails under the new Rus-sia. 
The hysterical press is trying to make much of the 
fact that these Socialists are of Russian birth and 
Jewish, carrying their stories of misrepresentation 
under headlines as follows: "II. S. Delegates at 
Stockholm All Alien Born". 

According to reports received in this country* 
Goldfarb, like Socialists from many other countries, 
appeared before the Stockholm committee of the 
International Socialist Bureau. He is reported to 
have said in part: 

"The governments have forced upon the masses 
this terrible war. Let the masses force upon the 
governments, such an international arrangement as 
would make a repetition of this 1 carnage impossible. 
Only a congress which would represent the great 
masses of the people in general and the organized 
workers in particular will be powerful enough to do 
away with militarism, navyism and secret diplomacy. 
The war is fought by the masses and it is the sacred 
and inviolable right of the masses to conclude 
peace." 

Efforts are still being made to get the state de- 



partment" to issue passports to the American So- 
cialist delegates, Morris Hillquit, Algernon Lee an!f 
Victor L. Berger, to attend the International So- 
cialist Peace Conference called by the Council of 
Soldiers' and Workmen's Delegates of Russia. 

A statement signed by a group of prominent So- 
cialists and radicals has been sent to the state de- 
partment pointing out that a refusal to allow the 
delegates to attend would create unnecessary fric- 
tion between the United States and Russia; that the 
conference will not be pro-German in its complexion, 
and, finally, that democracy demands entire free- 
dom of discussion, if the best results»are to be ob- 
tained. 



The July Leaflet "Why You Should Fight" by Irwin Tucker, is now ready. We want a man or woman, boy or girl, in every precinct of everv county to distribute these to EVERY VO- 
TER. Whether a party member or not WRAP YOUR NAME AROUND A DIME. SEND IT IN, and get 100 copies. Send two dimes, get two hundred. Send seventy-five cents and iret 
ONE THOUSAND. Be a Light-bearer! Address The National Office, Socialist Party, 803 W. Madison St:, Chicago, 111. 



Hitting Sacred Profits 

Washington is wallowing in the various phases of 
the food problem and questions involving the other 
necessities of life. 

"Sacred profits", which may extend to the last 
penny in the pockets of the producing class, have 
given way to "fair profits", a questionable quan- 
tity. 

At first the government only threatened to provide 
a "fair profit" on all the coal, iron, wood, copper, 
oil, food, clothing, etc., furnished the army and navy. 
The private citizen was to remain the object of ex- 
ploitation and plunder by the legalized highwaymen. 

This was supposed to be a radical war measure 
and came after the country had been stirred up 
over the huge graft the profiteers were planning 
to make on war contracts. We cited one instance 
last week where it was proposed to pay the steel 
trust $95 a ton for steel that could be purchased for 
$31 a ton in 1910. It is now proposed to pay only 
$56.50 a ton, leaving a "fair profit". 

Threatening strikes and food riots, however, seem 
to be pushing the government a little farther ahead. 
It threatens to pool the transportation, food produc- 
ing and mining interests of the country, operate 
them under government control, and return a "fair 
profit" to the owners. This is supposed to be an 
answer to the cry for help of the private citizen. 

The hysterical jingo press is already heralding 
this action as "the most radical legislation ever 
proposed in the country along the line of state So- 
cialism". 

In the meantime The American Socialist continues 
its unwavering fight for the complete socialization 
and democratic management of all the great indus- 
tries concerned with the production, transportation, 
storage, and the marketing of food and the other 
necessities of life. This means complete public own- 
ership with no profits instead of a hazy govern- 
mental regulation with questionable "fair profits" 
as is now proposed. 

Our proposition eliminates all robbery of the 
producer and consumer. The government's present 
position retains the robbery but seeks to make it 
respectable. 



